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then called together a hasty council in which it was
decreed that until further notice all intercourse with
Denmark should be forbidden on pain of death and
loss of property. Then they put themselves into
communication with Norway and Sweden in order in
the event of a war to secure the alliance of these
countries, an assistance that was the more readily
promised because their sovereigns were at feud with
Waldemar. To defray the war costs it was deter-
mined to levy a poundage tax on all Hanseatic
exported goods.

A fleet was got ready with all possible speed, and
when everything was 'n order, the towns sent a herald
to Waldemar with a formal declaration of war.

In May, 1362, their ships appeared in the Sound,
and brilliant success at first attended their arms.
Copenhagen was plundered, its church bells carried
to Liibcck as the victor's booty. At Scania the cities
looked to meet their northern allies, in order in con-
junction with them to take possession of the Danish
strongholds on the mainland. Here, however, dis-
appointment awaited them. Whether lack of money
or fear had deterred the northern kings from keeping"
their word is unknown ; at any rate, they did not put
in an appearance with their armies.

The Burgomaster of Liibeck, Johann Wittenberg,
who commanded the Hanseatic fleet, saw himself
forced to use the men he had on board for the land
attack. He held himself the more justified in doing
this since he deemed he had so thoroughly routed the
Danes, that from the side of the sea there was nothing
to be feared.